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“Feliz Navidad” is one of the most recognized and beloved Christmas songs
worldwide. Written and performed by Puerto Rican singer-songwriter José
Feliciano in 1970, its simple structure, catchy melody, and bilingual lyrics have
made it a perennial holiday favorite across cultures. The song’s charm lies in its
straightforward message of goodwill and festive cheer.

Exploring the Feliz Navidad lyrics reveals a heartfelt wish for a Merry Christ-
mas and a prosperous New Year, expressed in both Spanish and English.

Full Lyrics of “Feliz Navidad”
Feliz Navidad
Feliz Navidad
Feliz Navidad
Próspero año y felicidad

Feliz Navidad
Feliz Navidad
Feliz Navidad
Próspero año y felicidad

I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
From the bottom of my heart

I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
From the bottom of my heart

Feliz Navidad
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Feliz Navidad
Feliz Navidad
Próspero año y felicidad

Feliz Navidad
Feliz Navidad
Feliz Navidad
Próspero año y felicidad

I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
From the bottom of my heart

I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas
From the bottom of my heart

Background and Meaning of “Feliz Navidad”
José Feliciano wrote “Feliz Navidad” feeling homesick during a recording session
in Los Angeles, missing his family and the traditional Puerto Rican Christmas
celebrations. The song’s structure is intentionally simple, featuring only two
main lyrical phrases:

1. “Feliz Navidad, próspero año y felicidad” (Spanish: “Merry Christ-
mas, a prosperous year and happiness”)

2. “I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas from the bottom of my
heart” (English)

Feliciano decided to include the English lyrics to ensure the song would receive
airplay on English-language radio stations. The combination proved incredibly
successful, creating a universally understood message of joy and holiday spirit.
The meaning of the “Feliz Navidad” lyrics is purely about spreading
Christmas cheer and good wishes for the upcoming year, making it easily
relatable and singable for people everywhere.

Why “Feliz Navidad” Remains a Holiday Staple
The enduring popularity of “Feliz Navidad” stems from several factors:

• Simplicity: The repetitive and easy-to-learn lyrics make it fun for everyone
to sing along.
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• Catchy Melody: The upbeat and infectious tune instantly evokes a
festive mood.

• Bilingual Appeal: Its mix of Spanish and English bridges cultural gaps
and broadens its reach.

• Heartfelt Message: The genuine warmth expressed in the lyrics resonates
with the spirit of Christmas.

José Feliciano’s “Feliz Navidad” continues to be a cornerstone of holiday playlists,
a testament to the power of a simple, joyful song to unite people in celebration.
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