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Three Little Birds Lyrics - Bob Marley & The
Wailers’ Anthem of Hope
“Three Little Birds” is one of the most beloved songs by Bob Marley & The
Wailers, released on their 1977 album Exodus. Known for its simple, infectious
melody and profoundly comforting message, the song encourages listeners not to
worry, assuring them that “every little thing gonna be alright.” It has become a
global anthem of positivity and resilience.

Full Lyrics of “Three Little Birds”
Intro
(Ooh-ooh-ooh-ooh)

Chorus
“Don’t worry about a thing ‘Cause every little thing gonna be alright” Sin-
gin’:”Don’t worry about a thing ’Cause every little thing gonna be alright!”

Verse 1
Rise up this mornin’ Smiled with the risin’ sun Three little birds Pitch by my
doorstep Singin’ sweet songs Of melodies pure and true Sayin’, (“This is my
message to you-ou-ou:”)

Chorus
Singin’: “Don’t worry about a thing ‘Cause every little thing gonna be alright”
Singin’:”Don’t worry (worry) ’bout a thing ’Cause every little thing gonna be
alright!”

Verse 2
Rise up this mornin’ Smiled with the risin’ sun Three little birds Pitch by my
doorstep Singin’ sweet songs Of melodies pure and true Sayin’, “This is my
message to you-ou-ou:”

Chorus
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Singin’: “Don’t worry about a thing” - worry about a thing, oh! “ ‘Cause every
little thing gonna be alright” - don’t worry! Singin’:”Don’t worry about a thing”
- I won’t worry! “’Cause every little thing gonna be alright”

Bridge
Singin’: “Don’t worry about a thing ‘Cause every little thing gonna be alright”
- I won’t worry! Singin’:”Don’t worry about a thing ‘Cause every little thing
gonna be alright” Singin’: “Don’t worry about a thing”, oh no! “’Cause every
little thing gonna be alright!”

Outro (Ooh-ooh-ooh-ooh) (Every little thing) (Every little thing) (Don’t worry)
(Every little thing)

The Meaning Behind “Three Little Birds”
While often interpreted literally, the “three little birds” are seen by many as
symbolic. Some say Marley was inspired by actual birds that frequented his
windowsill at his home on 56 Hope Road in Kingston, Jamaica. Others suggest
they represent the Holy Trinity or even Marley’s backup singers, the I-Threes.

Regardless of the specific inspiration, the song’s core message is universal. It’s
a gentle reminder, delivered with calming reggae rhythm, to let go of anxieties
and trust that things will work out. The lyrics focus on finding joy in simple
moments, like waking up to a new day and hearing nature’s song, reinforcing a
sense of peace and optimism.

Enduring Legacy
“Three Little Birds” remains one of Bob Marley’s most popular and widely
recognized songs. Its straightforward message of hope and reassurance tran-
scends cultural and generational boundaries, making it a go-to song for comfort,
upliftment, and sunny days. The simple phrase, “Every little thing gonna be
alright,” continues to resonate deeply with audiences worldwide.
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